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Briarwood TreeFest started in 2002. At that time, a number of our neighbors 
(American Hero’s) were deployed overseas. We had single parents, and those un-
able to maintain their rapidly growing trees. Some of the nicely Tree Lined Briar-
wood Streets and Sidewalks had many low hanging limbs. A small group of Briar-
wood volunteers offered to help the above limited group. The primary goal back 
then was to help those in that group. TreeFest has evolved, now the goal of  
TreeFest is to improve the Appearance, Value, and Walkability of Briarwood. To 
aid in this process BHOA helps arrange volunteers, post trim reminders (if Trees 
don’t Meet City Code), and pays for a neighborhood Bulk Limbs pickup.  

It is the homeowner’s responsibility to maintain all trees on their property! This in-
cludes the Trees lining the street. City Code says, “Limbs hanging lower than 13.5 
feet over a street or 10 feet over a sidewalk must be trimmed”.  

We encourage all homeowners to trim or have trimmed all limbs up to at least 14 
or 15 feet above the ground/street. Briarwood Homeowners can drop limbs cut to 
5’ or less by the pool anytime between Thursday Oct 9

th
 and Thursday Oct 

16
th
!  

Reminder notices will be placed on all home’s front doors w/low hanging limbs over 
the street or sidewalk.  

If you find a notice on your door and are unable to trim your Trees. Please follow 
the instructions on the Notice.  

Volunteers looking to help. Please join us at the Pool @ 8:00 AM. (8:00 to Noon.)   

We hope you will take care of your trees! If you have questions, please call, 
or email the Board. Briarwood Hotline 913-791-6964, 
board@briarwoodhomes.org or John Mathias 913-707-3118. If you get 
voice mail leave your Name, Address & Approval details. 

 

Briarwood TreeFest  

Saturday Oct 11th 2024 
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A HUGE SUCCESS 
 
Briarwood residents showed their patriotic pride at the annual Fourth of July Parade! 
LOTS of families went ALL OUT with their patriotic costumes and decorated bikes, 
strollers, wagons and even a golf cart this year. A special thank you to Wayne Jenner 
for providing popcorn, and Owen Evans for bringing his steam wagon (and a big bell 
that the kids could ring). The Olathe Fire Department lead the parade (until they turned 
on ALL of their sirens and bells as they peeled off to attend an emergency). Mike Oli-
ver chauffeured Lady Liberty around while providing a patriotic playlist. Miss Victoria, 
Miss Rory and Uncle Sam proudly carried the BRIARWOOD BANNER.  Winners of 
the most Patriotic, Best Vehicle and Best Costume were presented 
Dairy Queen gift cards. The 9:00 start time allowed us to enjoy the parade with a jump 
on the heat.  
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD NEIGHBOR  
 
The following qualities help to foster a sense of community, and create a welcoming and harmonious environment:  
 
Kindness: Willing to help others without expecting anything in return 
Approachability: Easy to talk to and make others feel comfortable 
Respectfulness: Respect privacy, property and differences among neighbors 
Good Communication: Communicate openly and honestly, resolving conflicts peacefully 
Consideration: Mindful of noise levels, parking and other factors that affect neighbors' comfort 
Friendliness: Greet others warmly and engage in fr iendly conversations 
 
Ultimately, being a good neighbor is about being someone you'd want to live next to.  

_________________________________________________________ 

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN..... 
 
The Briarwood FALL GARAGE SALE will be held on the weekend of October 17, 18 and 19th.  
Now is your chance to weed out unwanted and unused items that are taking up space in your home. 
Enjoy the community atmosphere and earn a few bucks along the way. 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
ICE AND SNOW......TAKE IT SLOW 
 
Per the Olathe City Code, property owners and occupants must remove ice and snow from sidewalks in front of and alongside 
their property "within a reasonable time" after the snow ends.  
 
 
Elderly and disabled residents of Briarwood can contact Olathe's SNOW BRIGADE at 913-971-8566 to have volunteers shovel 
your driveway if the snow is 2 or more inches deep. If your cluster mailbox is close to your property, your halo will shine extra 
bright by keeping the cement pad clear of ice and snow. THANK YOU!  

Online Payments 

During the past few years, many residents have approached the Board seeking 

the ability to pay their annual BHOA dues online.  The Briarwood website has 

been improved (www.briarwoodhomes.org) and we now have the ability to pro-

cess online payments. To pay dues on line WE MUST HAVE YOUR EMAIL AD-

DRESS. Please send your Full Name, Complete Address and Email Address to 

board@briarwoodhomes.org if you would like to pay your dues online.  If you 

have already sent us your email address, you do not have to resubmit it. 

Thank you for those who have emailed with their address!  
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The 2025 BHOA Annual Meeting will be Monday, October 13 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Olathe Community Center,  1205 E. Kansas City 
Rd, Olathe, KS 66061. All residents are welcome to attend. 

 
AMENDMENT UPDATE AND ANNUAL HOA MEETING 
Half of the Briarwood residents responded to the last amendment survey. The results are: 
85.90% in favor 
7.69% oppose 
5.56% indifferent 
 
Please remember that the Briarwood Board is made up of volunteers that respond and represent the residents. The BHOA 
must abide by the covenants set forth by developer Paul Berger in l979. A significant number of residents approached the 
Board concerned about corporations buying single family homes, then turning them into rental property. As long as the Board 
continues to receive a majority vote to move ahead with this project, we shall do so.  
 
Along with the survey results, the Board has received many comments from the residents. These comments will be addressed 
at the Briarwood Annual Meeting. Residents are always welcomed to any Board meeting (which is held at the Indian Creek 
Library on the second Monday of each month at 6:00).  
The following represents a few of the comments have been submitted to the Board.  
1. Long term rentals are much preferred. All comments were against short term rentals.  
2. Can we add street parking, the number of vehicles in a driveway and other issues to this amendment? 
3. What about homes that are already renting out rooms or the entire house? 
4. Have other HOA's done this, and have they been able to defend legally citing examples? 
5. Can we cap the number of rental properties? 
6 .Is there a limit to how many people can live in one house? 
7. Briarwood would lose it's sense of neighborhood if it becomes a floating population of renters. 
8. We need to protect current residents who are forced to rent their property due to unforeseen events.   
9. Limit investment companies from renting but not current homeowners.  
10. How will the Board enforce the new amendment? 
 


